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The Photographic Artist Association of Korea (PAAK) 80th Anniversary
Exhibition: Light, Embracing Time

Dear Esteemed Members of the Photographic Artist Association of Korea,
It is with great honor that our association, which began with the joy of liberation in 1945,
now marks 80 years of profound history. | extend my deepest respect and gratitude to all
the senior members who have steadfastly walked the sole path of photo art through
turbulent times, and to all members who have inherited that noble spirit and continuously
pursued new endeavors.

The span of 80 years is not merely a number. It is the result of the passion, dedication, and
endless exploration of countless photographers who have breathed alongside the history of
the Republic of Korea, dedicated to the development and elevation of the status of
photographic art. Over the past 80 years, our association has left behind numerous records,
capturing the changes of the times through photography, and exploring the direction that
photography should take as an art form.

This 80th Anniversary Exhibition is an occasion to gather the precious fruits that have
blossomed throughout that long journey. The works of our members go beyond simply
beautiful images; they encapsulate each artist's profound perspective, philosophy, and
sincere reflection on the times.

the Photographic Artist Association of Korea will continue to expand the horizons of photo
art, lay the foundation for new generations of photographers to fully demonstrate their
capabilities, and do its utmost to ensure that photography exerts an even more positive
influence on our society.

Thank you.

Kim Pyeong-gi President, the Photographic Artist Association of Korea (PAAK)
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Commemorative Address for the 80th Anniversary of The Photographic Artist Association of Korea (PAAK)

Esteemed Members of The Photographic Artist Association of Korea (PAAK) !

We are deeply moved and privileged to celebrate a momentous occasion: the 80th Anniversary of The Photographic
Artist Association of Korea (PAAK), a living history of Korean photographic art. We are filled with profound emotion to
commemorate this glorious moment together.

The history of our Association began in September 1945, amidst the elation of liberation. Senior members of the
Baekyangsawoo Association and the Gyeongseong Camera Club united to inaugurate the Joseon Photographic Art Research
Society. The sublime artistic spirit of the founding members—including Lee Hae-seon, Hyun Il-yeong, Park Young-jin, Park
Pil-ho, Kim Jeong-rae, Oh In-chang, Lee Gyu-wan, and Lee Tae-eung—has become the firm root of our Association today.
Subsequently, the Association grew to become a genuine nationwide photographic organization, establishing chapters
across the country as a central rallying point for photographers throughout the nation. In 1947, it was renamed the Korean
Photographic Art Research Society, dedicating itself to the advancement of photographic art.

The Association endured a period of hardship. In 1961, the government dissolved all art organizations, yet the passion of the
artists remained unextinguished. The torch was passed on in 1962 when the Photographic Society of Korea was established
under the Federation of Artistic and Culture Organizations (Ye-Chong). Following the lifting of the ban on cultural activities
in 1964, luminaries such as Baek-Oh Lee Hae-seon, along with Kim Jo-hyeon, Seong Du-gyeong, and Ahn Jun-cheon, once
again joined forces to reestablish The Photographic Artist Association of Korea (PAAK), the legacy of which continues to
this day. We express our deepest respect for their noble sacrifice and relentless efforts.

My 58-Year Journey with the PAAK

On a personal note, I first connected with the Association as a Research Member in October 1967, and have since walked
alongside it for 58 years. | submitted my work at the monthly research meetings and was mentored by Lee Hae-seon. In
January 1968, I was granted the honor of making my first official submission at the PAAK booth during the Comprehensive
Art Exhibition hosted by the Central Public Information Center of the Ministry of Public Information.

Since then, | have consistently participated, from the 17th PAAK Exhibition all the way to the 71st PAAK Exhibition in
2025. While the 58 years | have personally witnessed were tumultuous and transformative, the 80-year history of the PAAK
is an incredible testament to its ability to embrace the ceaseless changes in eras and artistic trends while creating a new
photographic culture. Gratitude for the Dedication, Hope for a New Future

The glory of our Association today is owed to the dedicated love and unwavering passion for photography shown by the
successive Presidents, executives, and all members who have steadfastly led the PAAK.

We commemorate all the pioneers who have passed away—including Baek-Oh Lee Hae-seon, Kim Jo-hyeon, Seong Du-
gyeong, Ahn Jun-cheon, Lee Sun-heung, Kim Seok-hyeon, Kim Yong-pil, Lee Wan-seop, Lee Jeong-hoon, and Choi Jin-
yeon—who dedicated themselves to the reconstruction and development of the PAAK. We extend our warmest and deepest
appreciation to all members of the PAAK who have illuminated these 80 years of history.

Every single member actively working across the nation today is the future of our Association and a precious asset that will
glorify Korean photographic art.

I sincerely congratulate The Photographic Artist Association of Korea (PAAK) once again on its 80th Anniversary, and |
fervently wish that this monumental occasion serves as a firm stepping stone to opening up the next 100 years of our history!

December 2025 Ahn Jang-heon Advisor, The Photographic Artist Association of Korea (PAAK)
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The Photographic Artist Association of Korea 80th Anniversary Exhibition
Light, Embracing Time

Light arrives. Time is subsequently revealed. Photography begins with the vibration left as light and time pass, and it is an
incantation that preserves the past within a world that has not yet come.

In 2025, the Photographic Artist Association of Korea (PAAK) marks its 80th anniversary. Over these eight decades, Korea has
undergone immense changes, experiencing liberation, war, and rapid economic growth. By walking alongside this turbulent modern
history, PAAK has consistently documented and resonated with Korea's transformation through photography for a long time.
Established with the liberation in 1945, PAAK has broadened the horizon of art by recording time and human life mediated by light.

This exhibition, <Light, Embracing Time>, is an opportunity to look back at the 80-year journey and prepare for the future.
Photography is the art of 'light' and, simultaneously, the language of 'time.' An image captured on film is etched onto paper with
silver particles, and a single ray of light falling onto a digital sensor transforms a fleeting moment into eternity. Photography has
established itself as a medium that expands individual memory into communal history and reveals the thoughts held by each
person through images. <Light, Embracing Time> by the Photographic Artist Association of Korea seeks to gather works that have
received the Hae-sun Lee Photography Award along with photographs by current members to revisit the face of Korean society
built by the light and time contained within the frame, and the resonance that remains with us.

Exhibition Sections

1. Dawn (3R88): Liberation and the Era of Turbulence

The Dawn section explores the landscapes of the streets encountering liberation, the scars of war, and the image of Korea resolving
to rebuild. The photographs taken during this period are historical records that serve as witnesses to Korean history, point out the
cracks in a chaotic society, and preserve the emotions and pulse of the era. They invite us to look upon the truth left behind in the
time that has passed, not merely simple memories.

2. Growth (B(&): Traces of Industrialization and Democratization

In the age when the nation was running breathlessly, photography was the most sensitive sense capturing the speed of change. The
roar of factories, the expansion of cities, the appearance and solidarity of citizens—every scene is a visual chronicle showing the
process of a society's maturation. Photographers did not turn away from the dazzling, yet tear-soaked, sites of industrialization and
the light projected by the intense struggle for democratization. The photographs they left behind remain as both historical records
and art of the time.

3. Resonance (3£08): Modern Life and the Artistic Gaze

Beyond historical events, light traces the subtle texture of daily life, peers into the human interior, and generates new meanings.
City shadows, the scenes and humanity created by people meeting, and new spectacles generated by artistic imagination intersect.
Through photography, we witness how daily life and contemplation spread to one another like vibrations. In the moment when
different echoes shake each other and shine beautifully, photography becomes a dialogue, and the image becomes a question.

4. Phantasm (%J2%): Exploration towards an Unknown Future

Lightisadoor open toward the future and a sign of time that has not yet arrived. The Phantasm section demonstrates that photography
is no longer merely a tool for representation but a means for artistic experimentation that explores new possibilities. The beautiful
chaos created by abstract images, the aesthetics formed by the mixture of digital and analog, and new visual languages generated
at boundaries coexist.

The Photographic Artist Association of Korea has accompanied the growth and expansion of Korean photo art over the long period
of 80 years. From the passion for creation that never ceased even amidst the post-war ruins, to the ordinary life discovered within
the noise of industrialization, the diverse attempts found through the medium of light, and the imagination toward the future—the
history of Korean photography pursued by PAAK members can be summarized as: 'Record Etched by Light, History of Diverse
Perspectives.'

This exhibition, <Light, Embracing Time>, will be a place of resonance where we collectively look upon the countless images
that have flowed along the river of time, the people who lived through the eras, and our future that will inherit their gaze to create
new images. This exhibition is both a commemoration of the past 80 years and a declaration toward the next 80. We hope that the
light held within the frame will expand into a wider world through new generations, and we wish for the time of all of us to be
reawakened through this exhibition.

Written by: LENA
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